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Since December 12, 2022, at around 10:30 am (GMT+4), a group of Azerbaijanis in civilian
clothes, presenting themselves as alleged “environmental activists” blocked the only road,

Goris – Stepanakert Highway, which passes through the Lachin (Berdzor) corridor
connecting Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) with Armenia and the outside world. The so-called
“eco-protest” with the documented participation of the Azerbaijani state-sponsored special

services agents has proved to be fully orchestrated by the Azerbaijani government.
On April 23, 2023, Azerbaijan announced the installation of an illegal Azerbaijani

checkpoint on the bridge over the Hakari river on the Goris-Stepanakert Highway. On April
28, after Azerbaijan completed the construction and equipped the checkpoint, the so-called
Azerbaijani "environmental activists" announced that they were leaving the blocked section

of the road, whilst the representatives of Azerbaijani police and other services replaced
them. As a result of these developments, since April 23, the Goris-Stepanakert Highway

has actually been blocked by Azerbaijan in two sections – in the area of Shushi and at the
Hakari bridge. As a result of the installation of the illegal checkpoint by Azerbaijan, the
communities of Yeghtsahogh, Hin Shen, Mets Shen and Lisagor of the Shushi district of

the Republic of Artsakh found themselves in a double blockade.
As a result, the ongoing blockade has physically obstructed the sole road of life of Artsakh
for 6 months already (182 days), leaving its entire population, 120,000 people, including
30,000 children, in a state of total isolation, facing massive violations of individual and

collective human rights, as well as multifaceted existential and security threats.
Along with the ongoing blockade of the Lachin corridor, Azerbaijan has also deliberately

disrupted the operation of the critical infrastructure of Artsakh (natural gas supply,
electricity supply, Internet and mobile communication) with the aim to further aggravate
the already dire humanitarian crisis and cause excessive human sufferings to the Artsakh

people.
Moreover, in the period after the Trilateral Statement on Ceasefire3, signed by the leaders
of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and the Russian Federation on November 9, 2020, the Azerbaijani
side has repeatedly grossly violated the provisions of the Statement, resorting to military

escalation, disrupting the normal life and activity of the civilian population of Artsakh,
initiating physical and psychological attacks and violence against the population.

The ongoing blockade of Artsakh and disruption of vital infrastructure by Azerbaijan, as
well as the regular and consistent armed attacks, aim at subjecting Artsakh to ethnic

cleansing through physical and psychological intimidation, creating unbearable conditions
and destroying the indigenous Armenian population of Artsakh.

This report comprehensively presents the constant and significant violations of individual
and collective human rights as a result of the blockade of Artsakh by Azerbaijan, which
were recorded during the 6 months of the blockade (182 days) as of June 12, 2023. The

report has been prepared on the basis of inquiries addressed to state bodies by the office
of the human rights defender (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Artsakh, conducted studies

and information received from interviews and open sources. Read more…
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Azerbaijan Continues to Block AllHumanitarian Traffic ThroughLachin Corridor

STEPANAKERT — Azerbaijan did not allow relief supplies to and medical
evacuations from Nagorno-Karabakh for the second consecutive day on Friday,
aggravating a humanitarian crisis in the Armenian-populated region effectively

cut off from the outside world since December.
Baku halted on Thursday the movement through the Lachin corridor of

humanitarian convoys organized by Russian peacekeepers and the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) following a shootout near an
Azerbaijani checkpoint controversially set up there in late April.  Read more…
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Peace Must Include Protectingthe Rights and Security of thePeople of Karabakh – US Embassy
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YEREVAN—The United States of America welcomes any dialogue that will
contribute to the protection of the rights and security of the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh, the US Embassy in Yerevan said, commenting on

information published in Russian media and official Moscow statements.
According to Russian media, the US is trying to impose its mediation in the

dialogue between Baku and Stepanakert, including through the threat of force.
The Russian state news agency TASS was informed by the Russian Foreign

Ministry that Moscow was concerned about these publications.  Read more…
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Senate Foreign Relations CommitteeChairman Menendez Raises ConcernsAbout Nagorno-Karabakh at FullCommittee Nominations Hearing
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WASHINGTON, DC – This week, U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D-N.J.),
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, participated in a full
Committee hearing – chaired by U.S. Senator Chris Van Hollen – to consider
the nominations of The Honorable Nisha Desai to be Deputy Chief Executive
Officer of the United States International Development Finance Corporation;
Mr. Edgard D. Kagan to be Ambassador to Malaysia; Mr. Mark W. Libby to be

Ambassador to the Republic of Azerbaijan; Mr. Joel Ehrendreich to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Palau; and The Honorable Cynthia Kierscht to

be Ambassador to the Republic of Djibouti.  Read more…
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Rep. Adam Schiff Urges Biden toDefend Democracy and HumanRights in Armenia and Artsakh
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Last week, Congressman Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) sent a
letter to President Biden urging him to act quickly and decisively to address

the ongoing situation in Armenia and Artsakh as Azerbaijan continues to
launch attacks and administer a blockade of the Lachin Corridor, creating a

human rights crisis in the regio.
In the letter, Schiff expressed concern over the escalating threat of ethnic
cleansing and genocide faced by the people of Artsakh and Armenia at the

hands of the despotic Aliyev regime.  Read more…
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