NouveL Hay |/ acazive

SANS FRON TIERES

Pour 1la reconnaissance du
Génocide des Armeéniens par les
USA, Israel, et le gouvernement
turc , Commémoration a Times
Square

nw B o ® v 5 O »w 0o = 0 0 < Q@

Chuck Schumer, Robert Menendez , Adam Schiff & Ted Cruz :

"NEW YORK - Not even the hovering grey clouds could dampen the spirit of the
thousands gathered for the Armenian Genocide Commemoration in Times Square
on Sunday, April 28, 2019, as the 104th anniversary of the massacres was
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memorialized in a monumental event sponsored by the Knights and Daughters of
Vartan.

Relentless calls for recognition were made throughout the afternoon as speakers,
guests and the general public paid homage to the holy martyrs of the Armenian
Genocide. Over a century later, the vigor of the Armenian people was on full
display as the program culminated in a symbolic shoorch bar inspired by the
powerful singing of Elie Berberyan as he performed the popular patriotic song
“Kedashen” amid the backdrop of the city’s skyscrapers and the buzzing motion of
Times Square, one of the busiest and iconic districts in the world.

While Armenian songs, dances and voices echoed throughout New York and into
the world, top U.S. elected officials stood their ground in their unwavering
support of Armenian Genocide recognition. Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.), who appears at the commemoration year after year without
fail, conveyed his fondness for the “wonderful and compassionate Armenian
people” and appreciated their presence in the country, stating that “the more
Armenians we have in America, the better America will be.”

Following a moment of silence for the victims of the 1915 Armenian Genocide and
their descendants, the senior senator urged the public to “call out evil.”

“A genocide that is not properly defined and remembered will certainly lead to
another,” said Senator Schumer, who touched upon the Holocaust that succeeded
the Armenian Genocide. “We have a moral obligation to always remember one of
the most evil undertakings in the history of mankind, and that is the horrible Medz
Yeghern.”

Turning to legislation in the U.S., Senator Schumer expressed his disappointment
that the leaders in the White House, both Republicans and Democrats, have not
stepped up to officially acknowledge the Armenian Genocide. He said he refuses
to accept the excuse of politics and emphasized that in the face of denial, people
should “stand together and remember the genocide, the 1.5 million victims and
what the Armenians went through.”

He made the salient point that the Turkish government did not succeed in its
plans to exterminate the Armenian people, noting that now 1.5 million people of
Armenian ancestry live in America.



“The Armenian nation has not just endured, but it has prevailed,” said Senator
Schumer, who is a co-sponsor of Senate Resolution 150 that calls for the U.S. to
commemorate the Armenian Genocide through official recognition and
remembrance. “The three pashas are gone, the Ottoman Empire is gone, but the
Armenian people live on and continue to inspire the world.”

A tireless advocate for the Armenians, senior Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.].),
who earlier this month admonished U.S. Ambassador to Turkey nominee David M.
Satterfield for failing to refer to the 1915 atrocities as Genocide, stated that
everyone has “come together in remembrance, in reflection and in solidarity.”

The Ranking Member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, who along with
Senator Ted Cruz (R-T.X.) recently sponsored Senate Resolution 150, is ensuring
that the foreign policy of the U.S. “reflects appropriate understanding and
sensitivity concerning the Armenian Genocide.”

Countering the denialist history, Senator Menendez stated that the Turkish
authorities began a systematic campaign to exterminate the Armenian population
through “killings, starvation, forced deportation and untold brutality” and
remarked that “such intentional horrific violence targeted towards one people has
a name and one name only and that name is genocide.”

He acknowledged the 1.5 million victims who perished and also appreciated their
contributions to Armenian history and culture that “lives on today and there can
be no denying them.”

Taking a stand “in support of the unshakable truth,” Senator Menendez outlined
how the Turkish government has spent “countless millions of dollars on lobbyists
willing to trumpet lies and make excuses for the atrocities that its predecessors
committed.”

“Portraying the extermination of 1.5 million Armenians as nothing more than a
consequence of World War I is a distortion of history at best and at worst a
contrived excuse for an unthinkable crime against humanity,” he continued.

He spoke of the suppressive Turkish government that has “undermined the
fundamental right of freedom of speech” and how the country’s leaders have
initiated prosecutions, smear campaigns and even resorted to violence against
historians and journalists who have studied the Turkish treatment of the Armenian



community, remarking that “such actions are reprehensible and speak volumes
both about the crime and the cover up.”

Recalling the words of Ambassador Henry Morgenthau, U.S. Ambassador to the
Ottoman Empire during the Armenian Genocide, who described the Turkish
authorities of deporting Armenians as a ‘death warrant’ to a whole race, Senator
Menendez asserted that today’s diplomats should “not be any less frank when .....
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